
Criterion IV – Infrastructure and Learning Resources

4.4 Maintenance of Campus Infrastructure 

4.4.2 There are established systems and procedures for maintaining and utilizing physical, academic and support facilities – laboratory, library, sports complex, computers, classrooms etc.

Response:

The American college functions in two campuses, Main campus and Satellite campus. Both campuses are furnished with infrastructure which are periodically maintained and updated in tune with the ever growing demand and technological advancement.

	The one hundred and forty one year old institution has well established system that is governed by a body, the Governing Council. Accordingly, the Principal who is also the Secretary is responsible for supervision of the finances and carry out the duties necessary for efficient working of the college. In his absence or inability, Vice Principal will be responsible with due approval of the Governing Council. The Bursar, who reports to the Principal, controls the administration of the finance and property of the college.

	Annual budgeting for the college is done at various stages. Budget proposal for the ensuing academic year is invited from each department which will be presented to the Finance and Property committee which will consolidate the proposals, and prepare and present the annual budget for the college to the Governing council for approval.  Expenditure towards buildings, repairs, supplies, apparatus, books etc., under the approved budget is done through indents/requisition letters submitted by Heads of Departments to the Bursar who executes it.
 
The Bursar office is automated using Tally Nine and sufficiently equipped with a work force comprising clerical assistants, ground superintendent, electricians, carpenters, plumbers, gardeners and sweepers. 

Maintenance of campus security, canteen, rest rooms and common areas are outsourced. Through ‘Earn while learn scheme(EWLS)’ seventy students are involved in maintenance of library, laboratories, Documentation center, Data center, Cooperative stores, Botanical garden, Solar plant, RO plant, Canteen, Butterfly garden, Digitization project, Community college and offer clerical assistance to the Bursar’s office.  

Laboratories:
All department laboratories are equipped with fire management systems, first-aid kits, fume cupboards and exhausts. Adequate lab assistants are placed to maintain lab equipment. Issue, stock and breakage registers are maintained. American College, Computer and network facilities are maintained by American College (or) serviced by agencies with system manager. Plumbing and electrical repairs are periodically undertaken. American College Central Instrumentation Center Based on the requisition from various science departments to make available some of the departmental facilities common to all, a new centralized instrumentation center, American College Central Instrumentation Center has been established and equipped with funding assistance from UGC, DBT, and FIST. The center is steered by a team of faculty headed by the Principal& Secretary. New laboratories are established for Food Science & Nutrition, Biochemistry, Psychology, Visual communication (PSALMS) and Physics (Satellite Campus) departments.

Library:
The facilities available in Daniel Poor Memorial Library are open to all users from 8am to 8pm.  Maintenance and utilization of library are done strictly following the library rules. These rules and procedures are published in the college calendar and the website.   Especially users’ period of loan for books is thirty days and two renewals (if necessary).  Users can access reference resources in reference section.  User can read and take photocopies from library reprographic centre. Librarian, ably assisted by a team of library staff and support staff, looks after the maintenance of the resources, furniture, electronic equipment, computers and software.  Librarian coordinates with the Systems Manager, IT Manager and Ground Superintendent to ensure that maintenance is done regularly.  Cleaning and dusting of library a material, preventing their deterioration is done through EWLS students.  New books are kept in the new arrival racks for a period of two weeks.  Library is strictly monitored by library staff, RFID integrated security gate and CCTV camera. Periodic book binding is carried out to prevent damages. Plagiarism-consultancy centre maintaining based on standard operating procedure. American College faculty profile created through IRINS, Inflibnet. IRINS metrics is updated by the librarian every week end. 

Sport Complex:
Sports equipments are periodically maintained. Cleaning and maintenance of various play fields and indoor stadium are done regularly. There are separate time slots at gymnasia for boys and girls to acquire stress-free and healthy life. Play fields and courts are fully utilized throughout the year. Zonal and state level competitions are regularly conducted. Besides NCC Army and Navel cadets use ground facilities for their training. William Tracy Indoor Stadium and Edward Nolting multipurpose gymnasium are constructed with funds received through UGC. 

Class rooms:
Cleaning is done by non-teaching staff of respective departments and outsourced people. Electrical repairs are done on requisition through indents. Furniture, writing boards, are periodically renewed. Each department has LCD/Smart boards. Newly-built classrooms are all smart rooms at Saunders Hall and Eva Swift Hall. On an average thirty five percent of budget our annual budget is spent for physical maintenance.

Others:

Twenty eight bore wells are available in both campuses. There are five RO Plants and water tanks available for clean drinking water facilities and are regularly serviced. Periodic monitoring of the water quality is checked by the suppliers. RO/UV treated water is also bottled and supplied to all departments on a daily basis. Waste water after treatment is utilized for gardening, restrooms and laboratories. Rain Water harvesting is implemented throughout the campus with 50 RWH pits each of volume 28.3 cubic feet and a large well of volume 7860 cubic feet, whereby 60000 gallons of rainwater per filling has been harvested during monsoon.    Campus is maintained plastic-free and compostable wastes are collected periodically and sent to the solid waste management unit. A solid waste management unit (Vermi Compost) is newly developed from which a good quality manure with 75% yield is produced. The unit is maintained by a team of faculty.

A cooperative store maintained by a team of faculty, supplies stationeries and other accessories at a relatively lower cost. 

All buildings are provided with ramps and wheel-chairs. A battery operated car is available in campus.

All buildings are connected with 380KW capacity generators that ensure uninterrupted power supply throughout. Six generators of 15KW/250KW are used separately for seminar halls and administrative blocks. Solar plants of 200 KW capacities are also used through which 35000KW equivalent of carbon dioxide emission is reduced that aids in maintaining the campus green.

