Thanks to conservation, springs won’t be silent

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Madural

THE little, chirpy and once-
ubiquitous sparrows are slowly
coming back in action, owing
largely to a sustained cam-
paign, wherein the city deni-
zens were encouraged to place
sparrow nest boxes at their
homes, said Assistant Profes-
sor of Zoology at American
College Rajesh. He was ad-
dressing a gathering during the
World Sparrow Day celebra-
tions on the college premises
on Wednesday. The event was
organised by the PG Departimet
of Zoology and Green Club.

iNpIay,  The,

Principal M Davamani Chris-
tober inaugurated a function to
distribute sparrow nest boxes
to public. Later he enumerated
the significance of sparrowsto
the eco system.

Speaking to Express, Rajesh
said that due to loss of habitat
— ventilators, lofts, holes be-
tween walls, spaces in the eaves
of the roof, and between roof
tiles were the favourite haunts
of the pint-sized wonder —led to
dwindling commt. “Food too be-
came scarce. In the past, rice
were transported in gunny
bags having holes, helping the
birds to feed on the spillage.
Now, with rice being transport-
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Students of the American College in Madurai distributing nests | xx susoar

ed in plastic bags, the birds
have been deprived of their
food,” he added.

It was with the aim of pro-
tecting the birds that he joined
hands with Mahiru Founda-
tion, a Gujarat-based NGO, to
offer nest boxes. As a regional
coordinator for sparrow nest
box distribution in Tamil
Nadu, he has distributed over
500 sparrow nests to the public
in Madurai, Sivakasi, Virudhu-
nagar, Thoothukudi and
Nagercoil

As many as 125 nest boxes
given to the public to spread
awareness on the importance
of sparrow conservation.
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" Cornstarch items steal show

only constant thing ang

- urged
: the students to adapt to the
E. C-hﬂn@ and reduce the use of

fiom Madural via DInauus, ++*

alternatives

at workshop on alt

TiMEs News NETWORK
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ECO WARRIORS: Bags of various sizes were on display

- plastic to the maximum possibje

. extent. "Thetimehascomewhen  had a shelf life of 58 days after
. theentire community especially  which they would start to disin-
the younger generation, should tegrateevenif they arenotisuse.
. consider nature and its wellbe- The firm is also manufacturing
mmﬂmemstmmmmmm cups and water bottles which wo-
. avoid polluting the Earth by say- uld come to the market soon, ad-
ingmtt_:plasﬁ:s,”hemkl ded Prasad.

: which are desig

. usedtoservefoodorcarryit,the  ned like the ban-

; bmha@muislmgs-madeul‘m ned less than 50-

. starch kept on display by a stu-  micron plasticbagsin :
dent, Sam Prasad, attracted ma- e, havethe . ‘Nmat X
Ty Manufactured by a 100% bio degradable and 100 %
il e e theraw mate. - compostable; printed on them

“This is interesting. We did
not know that bags, which are
made of natural material, could
be so cheap,” said the students.
Some wanted to see how,the bags
got decomposed. Associate pro-
fessor; M Rajesh, assured them

: that they could bu-

redwith charcoal is just 15, hasa

life of onemonth, said Prasa.







Students spot
over 60 bird

species

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i Madurai

MEMBERS of the Eco Clubs of
Manmnar Thirumalai Naickar Col-
lege and American College spot-
ted more than 60 species of birds
during a bird watching session
on Friday

American College Eco Club co-
ordinator Rajesh said, “We spot-
ted more than 60 species of birds
including Plain-backed wood
pecker, Seven sister bird, Sun
bird, Purple-rumped sunbird,
Olive-backed sun bird, Asian
brown flycatcher, Myna, Paradise
flycatcher, and the parakeet. Stu-
dents should know about their
surroundings and the nature.”

Explaining further, Rajesh
said, "To educate and conserve
the eco system, we periodically
arrange bird watching sessions
for students. Students can get to
know about the nature of every
bird, their living places, types of
nests, and what kinds of food
they eat.”

“We have organised a bird
watching programme on Febru-
ary 19 for the general public, be-
tween 4 pm and 6 pm. Those in-
terested in participating in the
event may call 9443394233 toreg-
ister their names. On that day,
experts will be present to share
minute details about birds.”

NDIAN Sat, 17 February &
OF.HI‘I_HTEH apaper.newindiane: )
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i Madurai: It wasasereneatmosphe-

i re at American College on early

. Sunday morning when 30 people

: from different walks of life, inclu-

. ding students, advocates, executi-

i ves, professors and environmenta-

. lists, gathered on the college premi-

- ses to . search for winged heanties

- that live in the foliage of the educa-

. tion institution.

§ ‘The Green Clubof the college or-

. ganised abird watching exercise af-

- ter the success of the ‘Great Backy-

- ard Bird Counting’ exercise on its

-~ campus in February, :

" ’t;n ‘After abrief introduetion about : =

' ithe event; the panticipants stum- » BIRDING ON CALIPUS:A
: ' Ameri¢an College prefm

" A bird watching exercise was organised]
ises in Madurai on Sunday. (Right)An India

“ " h bird were among the birds spotted during the exercise “L B . ;
create an erons, They also found I . causing destruction. Through bird
Sing th raquicul- : watching we create an interest
ture ponds of the college. Walking  ry | but is among participants sensitising
(through  residentlal  bungalows  its prey of insects, i e floor of  them about the importance of con-
nestled within the thick flora  thick shrubs, making it very rare to serving different species of birds

AL ELANCHEZHIYAN
Southern coordinator, Osai

bled upon jungle crows near the ent-
rance. As the group proceeded, they
spotted asian koel -male and female
- followed by kingfisher and pond

Browth: more birds were spotted in-

cluding a bunch of owls living in a
tree hole,

At theend of the exercise, parti-
cipants found 20 species of birds.
“We have 28 species of birds in our
campus both residents and migrato-
ry ones. Among the bird spotted on
Sunday was the rare Indian pitta-a

spot”, said M Rajesh) assistant pro-
fessor, Zoology department and co-
ordinatorof the Green Club.
According to environmenta-
lists, bird watching is an important
exercise towards conserving birds,
“Every bird has its role in environ-
ment. For instance, if owls go ex-
tinct there will be rats everywhere,

and nature”, said A L Elanchezhiy-
an, southern coordinator of envi-
ronmental organization, Osai.

Of late, many youngsters show
keen interest tolearn about birds. It
should not stop with just bird wat-
ching and must go beyond that and
make efforts to conserve birds, he
added.
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Madurai: In the heartnf the-
bustling Madurai city Ties The
American College, one of the
oldest mnuges in the district.

jaji Hospital and Madurai me- lue tiger
dical college which are mostly erfl
devoid of any greenery the  Alled wit
-cnm:malsuurwawarpungmm' SO POSE,
butterflies in & hue of colotrs ECOLE, T
and sﬂeﬁ‘gwing a feast to the o : » dhanaid.
mm So fﬁr 40 species ‘of butterfiles, | | RO
’I‘h‘-' campus has nearly  Crimson Rose(l) and Dark blue nnarfmaebeen documented. chocolat B
Lﬁﬂm Hegiﬂ‘;}lg?iaadﬁf aiedcle Colleae oo cariois i ceis also making upﬁortheab-
mg‘me:’l (orfiies. The but-  sence of the sm:iﬂnts he ad-
sed campis, where the ﬂubmstwfabmhsh mbhshgdiuthgmrmai But, t_blunjwmtt_ e e,
mhﬂ"e been barcoded, Ital A butterfly, gardmm&es this year the faculty have been terflies have come for the nee
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ity students to celebrate

0ol April

® Keerthana M Sundaram

adurai will have a rea-
M son to look forward to

April Fools” Day this
vear. A bunch of envi-
ronment enthusiasts in the
city will come together to cre-
ate a green campaign — April
Cool — by planting saplings.
Pasumai Nanbargal, an
awareness group, started by
Pon Kumar brought together
like-minded people to spread
new ideas to go green and
tackle climate change, Kumar
said, “I come from Alanganal-
lur and last year some of my
old school friends and I initi-
ated a small environmental
campaign at the Alanganallur
Girls Higher Secondary
School and the Alanganallur
Boys Higher Secondary
School. Instead of distribut-
ing sweets, we gave away a
sapling of afruit-bearing tree
to each student. We gave
about 2,000 saplings of man-
g0, guava, pomegranate,
chikoo and jackfruit trees. We
also announced that after a
vear, students who grow the
tallest tree from each school
will be given a cash
award of F5.000 and a
gold coin. I have been
visiting them regularly

has encouraged most of .r’
the children to raise |,
plants with care. 1
wanted to implement
something on the same
lines in colleges in Ma-
durai and hence 1 cre-
ated a group here with
about 60 to 70 mem-

bers and thus came up

with the April Cool
idea.”

Around 20,000 sap-
lings of fruit-bearing,
flowering and non-
flowering plants will
bedistributed by Pa-
sumai Nanbargal
across different col-
leges of the city on
April 1. “The event
will be inaugurat- |
edatthe American
College and stu-
dents there will re-

g

since then and this move J,

,plant 20K trees

Green thumbs

Around 20,000 saplings of fruit-

bearing, flowering and non-flowering

ﬂlants will be distributed by Pasumai
anbargal across different colleges on

Rpril 1. Pasumai Nanbargal, an aware-

ness group, started by Pon Kumar

brought together [ike-minded people.

ceive 8,000 saplings. Meenak-
shi Government Arts College
for Women will receive 5,000
saplings. Madura College,
KLN Engineering College
and Pandian Saraswathi Ya-
dav Engineering College will
get around 1,000 saplings
each,” he said.

“These saplings that we get
from some of thenurseries in
Thanjavur and Perivakulam
are 1 to 1.5 feet tall. While the
market rate of these saplings
is around T40 per piece, we get
it for 7 to 8 per piece since
weuse them for social cause,”
Kumar added. Rajesh M, as-
sistant professor and secre-
tary, Green Club, American
College and one of the coordi-
nators of the event said, “Stu-

dents can encourage a

o lot of people with this

- action. If we look at this

event on a larger scale,

we will be planting thou-
sands in Madurai.”

I\”I\ Fri, 29 March 2819
oi INPRESS gpaper. newindianexpress. com/c/38110834
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Collectorate on Monday,

Natarajan distributed monthly financial
assistance to Persons with disabilities.
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' “gisted that it was important to

‘Eradicate
fear towards
snakes’

Demo at American College | kx sunpar

KEERTHANA M SUNDARAM
@ Madurai

WITH increasing complaints
about snakes being killed
when they come face-to-face
with humans, the Green Club
of American College conduct-
ed a ‘Snake Awareness Cam-
paign’, on Sunday.

M Rajesh, the secretary of
Green Club and a professor in
* the Zoology department, in-

get started with this aware-
ness for students. He said, “We
want our students to be bold
and wise when handling
snakes. We wish to eradicate
the fear towards snakes.”

R Sahadevan and P R Viswa-
nath, snake rescuers, demon-
strated the ways to handle
snakes. The two men talked
about the need to rescue and
protect snakes, and what todo
in case they encounter a ven-
omous snake. “We should start
Jooking at snakes as part of
our eco system. We need to re-
member that when snakes are
killed, there will be an in-
crease in the populi-ttlon of
rats, which in turn will affect
crops,” added Viswanath.




L ]

{a¢ Anria Nagar in Madurai on Monday =

€ population slowly dwindling in
istrict, say rescuers at workshop

m bite and handling the prtI!ES

K Antony Xavier

periad. For instance, Indian
ratsnake iscalled a farmers'
friend because it consumes
rats athigh proportion redu-
cing rat menace in agricul-
turefields.

Rapid habitat loss is
another major reason for
snakes disappearing from
the locality, Among the usu-
ally spotted venomous sna-
kes in the district they don’t
come across saw-scaled vi-

per any more. A lot of water -
snakes have disappeared too
and the ones rescued during
helpline calls are from sep-
tic tanks of the households,
Sagadevan explained war-.
ning that snakes disappea-
ring from eco-system will
have a serious impact,

A lot of superstitions.on
snakes have been created in
the past with the intention of
protecting them because
they were crucial for agri-
culture. However, the same
superstitions have endange-
red them. They are feared
though most of snakes are
nen-venomous and elimina-
ted, the duotold students.

Principal of the college,
M Davamani Christober
welcomed the gathering.
Ranger Officers from Madu-
raiforest division, R Sarava-
nakumar and S Arumugam
participated the event. Aro-
und 500 students from Green
Club participated, Secreta-
ry of Green Club, M Rajesh
urged students to call snake
rescuers to help spot snakes
and sensitise public about
the reptiles.
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We chose 168 villages out of the 420 villages in Madural last year for our re-

-sit. Food availability, too, has become a major concern as the pesticide used
lhmmmmwmmuﬁm“mmmm

* kinds of food based on their age.

SPARROWS ARE INTEGRAL TO THE EGDSYSTEM

On every World Sparrow Day, we reach out o the public lo
awareness about the bird. We started this as a practice
in 2012 and for the last elght years, we have been distributing &

mﬂsﬂﬂMmmmMMWpummmm

are In good condition &5 people tend to buy these boxes outol &
excitement, but fall fo provide a conducive environment for the
birds to live. We provide three types of artificial nests — mud
pats, shos boxes, and Wooden boxes, People still don't know
. the importance of the bird in the ecosystem. The change in the . i B !
huliding structures is one of the primary reasons for the dwin- |
mumm&mmmmwﬁEmmhwmmmmmwm

ﬁwmm
- M RAJESH, PROFESSOR, mm Madural :

B e e

'I.AGI( OF HESTIHG SPACE, A MAJOR GI]HI.’-‘EHH

mmmmmmmmmmmm Doak and K Renu-
MMIMMMMMWL:LMMW 13
blocks in Madural and had found 2,571 sparrows in the preliminary survey.

search and were shocked to find that only 108 villages had sparrows. The
primary reasons behind the decline are the decrease in the nesting spaca

and change in the buliding structure, Today, most of the buildings are air-
mmmmmmnmlmummum.ﬁmw

SparTows. Sparrows are omnivores but feed the young ones with ditferent

- P MERLYNNA ESTER, sparrow researcher, Madurai 3
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M@durai: The members of Pr-
ovide Animals Safe Transit on
. Highways (PATH), Coimbat-

ore sensitised students towa-

_ rds saving the animals injured
on the highways, at the Ame-
rican College here on Thursd-
av. As part of their tour from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir In
40 days, the team members
of PATH visited the college.
Saleem, PATH president, bla-
med the killing of animals
due to speeding ignorance of
animals straying on to the
highways. The Green club of
the college organised the

-

function.
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Times News NETWORK

i Madurai: Moré than 700 stu-
i dentsformeda human chain
i to create awareness about

warming and climate

global
change at the American Col-

i bytheNSSandGmenclnhnf g
: the American Collegi
: NaduScience forum,
i te awareness ahead of the
{ UN climate summit to be
held in New York. They cal-
i led for an end to the age of
i fossil fuels and climate justi-

Tamil

. i cefor everyone. The human

i chain was formed from Ta-
: mukkamgroundsm{}m'ipa-

i layam with the participants

plamrﬂsanﬂmlm

: holﬂins

crea-

‘should be prevented.

The students form ed a human chain during the
organised on 'Global Warming and Climate Chan
Green Club of American College 1

f?rwhichurhonenﬂssinn ﬂmn
Students also formed the thahnmnghain.
5ymbolof 03 in the college thapladbmtn*avﬁﬂ
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‘Seized plastic to be sent to Hig

- At least one road in each zone to be laid with shredded plastic:

. STAFF REPORTER s y - ——
MADURAI SRl ] g
Banned single-use plastic
products, seized by Madurai
Corporation, would be sent
to State Highways depart-
ment for laying roads, said
Collector T.5. Rajasekar here
on Tuesday.

Human chain
He was speaking during the
inauguration of a human
chain formed by around
LOOO students of The Amer-
ican College in Tallakulam to
create an awareness against
the use of banned plastic
products. The plastic items s
seized till October 2 would — g —
be collected and in about Foracause: Students of The American College forn
two weeks, they would be against the use of single-use plastic products i
sent fo the State Highways '
department, which could “Using shredded plasticto  also ensure
bind the bitumen would use plastic

use it for laying roads, said !
the Collector. mean cutting costs and it will  proper use,”.




CLIMATE CHANGE AWARENESS

Students form a shape of ‘03 Ozone' at an awareness program organised on ‘Global
Warming and Climate Change' by NSS and Green Club of American College, in Madurai,
on Friday. —Kasi Manikandan



DIDUI L SPDOLIDU WHOLD LI DU ). - - - -

SiGoflsae ssvaumTudlsd (pssvaut Hauoemi SflsnGLTLT HensveniouTsy Lomsmay,
wrsssilasit, Guym ATl &sit oHmib GUT S SET F&SITUL L HGW TGS HsvauTil
SUBTIT &S Sl60 ausman L @ Ty Bt Geng v (BaaflssHen.




wgisyuie 20-5@W0 GupulL SLrisefls

Gflw Hysevond UTFSS Glungmasmm'

wgerule 20-5@D Gmp)ut..i_
B iuserflsy wremeujaser, GLrg
was Gy Sreansmsl
Ui SSeny.

Gllumar spfliar gz
Bipeored Ll b5y eliprioev
wopssiLGD> Hspe) @
Sy saTD eTeLl aurafluey
SBswwrer  Gflw  Eyseamd
Crom P55 Besl LTjéEs,
gy O flssesr  segri
amjiie sSSIIILL g eueTTESSe)
gour®  Geiwinlqebss).

(LpS6V6UT gsnwsnﬂ @[ﬂm:@urug
FDUITLIGE QUQELL] STERTTQEHET
Osren® suglulier. @amsli
Lweu®ss  Cupn&ifwugasen,
rewieujesi, GLngosaer srer

mrs@n Cwpul Gury @flu

BrasansamsLl LTjSSen. sifee)
9.31 (1paev 9.33 W QDT GLOMF
2.15 FUOLruseir smew (LpQbSS)
aranll  Lrjeveuwrenisen  Gafl
aflggeny.

S01pHTH Sl Buisstd
emjlley Bmokisen, SlBbS]T,
suemqu L LymieT, Sisfla @igull

(BLIL UETT&LD 2 L LI 20-5(&io
Gupu  BLissle @l
Srsanid UMTSES goOLTH Cau
WU (HBSS]-

DS B tisaflgip
Gurrg;mam BeveniEpise,
wrameujaer @flu Brsansos
rsCuads aan  @umigEmen
Siaibg UTFSS.

Goarflo 3 Biblapib,
a&&7uL quiev 2.15 Bl apib p
B rzeflev 20 wpsed 30 alarmig
wi@Cw Brsamp Osfbss)
aar  opleiluew BusssFent

Qsflelsseans. Gfw Srsan
Bapeans LTiES  SODETH
opflafluew Buss Baurssi
Slenasiyes, wavjGlaevet, ey gmoe,
Ww&m@ﬂs&m
Byl q;@f?u.lrm gL

- Bysen Gpgggw gl

Gl TGI ﬂmp polisamsamw

WTHIIED el
Eﬁgﬂuut.lﬁuaﬂ) @iflw Srsemid
UTiS$SaIsEhéE@& Ll
2 eietili L emal aUpHEISL

LCL Sl




——

Qlummﬁ m@ - Ll %4 " Botanical
| ' AT A Garden

wrhisener sisHn @
Cuflu s L kissen s
Oeuemns unigSlmasdComb.
sneneoGwny wrnissmer Gleauliq
SishHl) L@ Cor® 8
unésid ClFliaug)
Gjﬁ@@&ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁpﬂgﬂf
audswres Limswfl.

“Caupy anfiCw Genghl wiib
gatenn isHn CrALmed, 12
réssD S BLey Cleuiz
sueniiéss Geustmr(Biib, srdimgu
eés fHoepsdlen o Ssrey.
B wrfes, Codlu OEGE

FMEME) L 6T)SUUTIL MBI S6IT

WerupBlusns Cgflwealsanev.

wrriisenen bleul (Heugib,
CouCpn® Qeul_igé smuiLigh
wrib Cleu insEnéE msabs
SHENEVIWING B_6TTETg).

Bupens eusmisener

u@Ceauswns siflss

s efled Q@m QeusflGuigyb
epedlens aunssne, amﬂd)

sumeugned weafly eur
Siigs0Hpsndl a M«a&mdo

Bupems auflfled, @amalisngd &5 aﬂg‘nnﬂ&@
Beopliuenflled FEULB m@umam 1_'-'-'~ L5,
m@&pﬁl gl oGwsasem it . - ’
SOQIM. SLTHS euentd ereimmy)

Fal Clemedgib siemellfh (s, Wi
553 5O G ssgnfl s
ﬁ@uugu Basopmats o fuw
Apuy. Prus mmhmmu.;th
wrewrsursennaGes Cungdgl
unglenggl eumdlsnpen.
ascgnfluilsr Srsren penpey
auniiledleh eusvgy ymib
2_meundsLliuL HsTen g,lrsuwﬂ L160




--:::_-:-:'lr-::-—w.:-:n-----
1 .ﬁr
osuré"

cl

.wmm __

o
s

tes

si

T L A
I

R S P HTRHE TE

]

fthe

d of

LR (R
i
i
i~

ah

e e . e f o m—— s — — -
Lttt o i R TRt R R I R R




Science exh1b1t10n maugurated

: develop the scientific
Tamil Nadu science ‘temper in students. Vice-
forum, M Rajesh, an ~ president of the schaol
assistant professor with ~ Kalavalli Saradha, i)
the American College, administrator Ezhuimalhi
~ inaugurated the science Seth among others
 exhibitionatNehru ~ atthe
~ Vidhayasalai higher

: secundmchwl moently X
‘Hesaid thatsciencehada
vitalrole to play ina
~ developing country like
- India. H!g\'lllghting the
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| F:'JES‘_I wit hea sparrow bome mace from carchoam

o This assistant professor of zoology at the
American College, builds homes for sparrows

@ He urges ple to do the same, citing that
mmlent on us for survival

¢ Kaushik Kannan

hile it was once
commien  to  spot
housge  sparrows

at every nook and

corner in the city,

it has becomse rare

now... 50 mueh so that most of the

school-going children these davs are

not &t oll aware of the existence of
this species.

M Rajesh, assistant professor, De

partment of Zoology at the American

College, I8 on a mission — he wants

17 August 2017

to increase the population of spar-
rows inthe eity Inthe bid to do so, he
distributes free artificial nests o the
residents in areas where house spar-
rows are spotted frequently, and even
goes so far aslo encourage school and
college students to do the same.

“Most of the people think that the
decline in the number of house spar-
rows i due to the radistion from mo-
bile phone towers, but it is not only
that.. the boom in the number of hu-
man settlements over the vears hag
displaced the natural hahitat of these
sparrows,” says Rajesh.

Rajesh cites yet another impor

IRISS epapar newindianexpress. com//c/2126116)

',',‘“. newindanexpress.com
oy Mal ot e nimBrewindane et Lom

tant reason for' the dwindling popu-
lation of these birds — pesticides.
“Adult sparrows catch insects and
worms from agricultural lands and
feed them to the young birds, which
in murn benefited farmers boecause it
was natural pest<control. But when
farmers started using chemical pes-
ticides in their agricultural lands,
the young sparrows fesding on the
insects and worms storted becoming
calcium deficient. This ultimately af-
fected the species as the eges would
break before the hatching process™
he explains,

Rajesh points out that house spar-
rows are heavily dependent on hue
man beings as these species would
not nest in trees b hidden places
such as thatched roofs, eloctric boxes
in arder to protect themselves from
predators. “Due o the increase in
the number of concrete houses, the
habitats of the houses sparrows were

affected. 1 wanted to help bring these
lovely birds back,” he adds.

He has been erganising regular
meetings to raise awareness on this
Hsue since 2002 “After organising
a meeting, 1 distribute froe artificial
nests tothe participants and ask them
to keep these nests in a safe place

— suieh as sun shades or balconies.
After these artificial nests are
placed inside the houses, the house
sparrow population has increased in
areas like Koodal Magar, Sangesth
Magar, ‘Thabal ‘Thanthi Magar,
Selluy, according to a survey which
was taken last vear”™ says Rajegh,
He aims fo make the younger
gemeration more sensitive to the
causs of sparrows. “Many students
have made nests from cardboard
boxes after attending my awareness
soasions. 1 really hope more adults
show the sime enthusiasm in the
future,” he smiles.

FRIDAY

11.8.2017

HOMES FOR THE

FEATHERED

KNOW?
& Spamows newet walk,
they always jump.
 They are monogamous.
OLhegsarenulmmm
I

feed only imsects

ir chicks.
@ Sparrows never build
their homes on trees.

Source; i/
e iriashaecag i
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i MADURAI
The World Ermronment
Day, observed this year on

i ‘Beat plastic pollution,” was
. marked with campaigns by
several institutions against
use of plastics in day-to-day
life, The American College
organised a novel initiative
. of distributing saplings in ex-
i change for plastics at the en-
i trance of the college
throughout the day.

S. Aneesh Sekhar, Com-
missioner, Madurai Corpora-

campaign at the college,
spoke on how the preva-
lence of plastics have be-

come a key environmental

% issue and the importance of
BAE 3 Wwaste segregation at every

tion, who inaugurated the

Tuesday with the theme of

Campaign against plastic marks
World Env1r0nment Day

Corporation Com mlssloner Sk Aneesh Sekhar distributing
saplings to participants at the World Environmental
Day celebration at The American College in Mad urai

on Tuesday. ss.JaMes

the Principal said that the
college will try to continue
this initiative on a regular
basis.

M. Rajesh, secretary,
Green Club of the college,

ness against use of plastics,
was flagged of from Gandhi
Museum by Madurai Collec-
tor K. Veera Raghava Rao in
the presence of Premalatha
Panneerselvam, Secretary

i said that around 100 sa- and Corres
E'r’_t" e households that wm_en_‘?ble Pl __1 , e o _ hauyq__schogl{;n?;g; ::rf Ma ;
—l o ling e Stribute * dren from the school and
R _p a8 P“bllc thTO'lShout the day lunteers took part in the
sty | M. Davamani Chrnstober, and five kilograms of plastics  rally.
%?5‘8 . Principal, said that the idea  was collected in return. “We Al-Ameen Higher Secon- '
shar & of the campaign was to  sent the plastic for recycling  dary School organised a tree
enen Create awareness against the through Madurai Corpora- planting drive, presided ov-
i | use of plasuigs and inculcate  tion,” he added. er by its Correspondent Mo-
piper | ;- a sens:h of responsibility A cycle rally organised by hammed Idris, on the school - *
claims among the public to recycle Mahatma Schools and So- campus on Monday with

- plastics. Stating that it will roptimist’  International around 100 saplings provid-
e not be just a one-day event, (Madurai), to create aware- ed by Forest Department.
HER] AlLWAY } OUTHERBN BALL WA
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DFO appeals students to conserve nature

Madurai: District Forest Officer J R Samartha has appealed the students
to conserve the nature. During his inavgural address of the national
conference on "Westermn Ghats: Threats and Conservation’ at The
American College that was organised by the Post Graduate and Research
Department of Zoology here on Wednesday, Samartha said that most of
the natural distaers were caused by human action. He appealed the
students to save nature and told them to pass the message to their
parents and friends. “Nature is a common resource pool. We have to
conserve it,” he pointed out and added that everything should start

from home. ENS
iNDIAN Thu, 18 October 2018 v
els NPRESS =paper newindianexpress, com/c/332158, t‘ﬁ‘
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fTHE AMERICAN COLLEGE, MADURAI

Re-accredited (2" Cycle).by NAAC with Grade “4” CGPA — 3.46 on a 4-point scale)
An Autonomonts Institution Affiliated to Madurai Kamaraj University

Green Club & SLP Vaigai Ecology

Cordlally Inv' ( ?oﬁwo commemorate
’ﬁ . WorldSonlDay ' -
. ~~..0n05.12.2020 at 12 pm ~
“ : ‘- - |
‘. Dr.M:Davamani Christober '
7 Principal & Seegetary ’
lnaugurls ~
Thtowing Seed Balls into the banks of
Kadachenendal Kanmoi

5 DECEMBER 2020

World Sail

Keep soil alive,
protect soil biodiversity
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ining hands to save SPAITOWS

Human chain to mark World Sparrow Day

| STAFF REPORTER
. MADURAL
As part of World Sparrow
Day, observed on March 20
every year to raise aware-
ness of house sparrows and
threats to their population
due to rapid urbanisation,
hundreds of students of The
American College took part
in a human chain formation
here on Monday.

The students wore masks
carrying images of house
sparrows, held placards and
raised slogans, stressing the
importance of protecting
the habitats of house spar-
TOws,

Inaugurating the human
chain, M. Davamani Christo-
ber, Principal, appealed to

the youngsters to have artifi

ci1al nest:

-

sparrows. He also high-
lighted the importance of
keeping water in small bowls
in houses for the sparrows

- M. Rajesh,

Students and faculty of The American College participating ina

human chain formation in Madurai on World Sparrow Day on

Monday. =pPHOTO: 6. MOORTHY

and other birds in summer.

Py
gl

secretary of
Green Club at the college,
said the population of house
sparrows had been dwind-

ling rapidly in urban areas.
Citing a survey conducted in
22 areas in Madurai, he said |
only four had more than 100
sparrows while the remain-
ing had only 20 to 30
sparrows.
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- in TIMES N'Ews NETWORK
md
Madurai: The ‘wildlife Week'

lay celebrations at Amencan Col !

1tS. legeendedonThm'sdaY with

re, colourful photo exh1b1t10n

00 andcompetition.

- The college had an-

al- nounced a photography com-
petition to capture the flora

;” ‘and fauna on the campus dur

celebrate

Photo com perion held to
wildlife Week

campusforawhﬂe They have

' identified 74 species, of which

97 are bird species, 17 are but-
terflies and therestare insects
and reptiles. Using’ the photo-

phs, an exhibition was or-

ganised onTh

—BEST PHOTOS
AWARDED

environm
~ The pubhc should come for-

] tation proc

club has
lowing it to documm it. he

said

eb'ratio, district forest om-
cer Nihar Rajan urged stu-

dents to in
ental responsibility.

partment.
Pr1nc1pal of the college M

) Bavamam Chnstober told



